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Youth grades K - 5

In Cub Scouting, boys and girls 
start with their best selves and 
grow into their best future selves. 
It’s fun, hands-on learning and 
achievement that puts kids in the 
middle of the action and prepares 
them for today – and for life.

CUB SCOUTS
Youth 11 - 17 years old

Scouts BSA is for young men and 
women. Service, leadership, and 
community engagement are a 
few parts of the program as youth 
lead their own activities and work 
their way toward earning the 
highest rank of Eagle Scout.

SCOUTS BSA
Youth 14 - 20 years old

Venturing gives young men and 
women access to a range of 
programs and empowers them to 
create their own experiences. It 
brings Scouting values through 
both high adventure activities 
and real-world projects.

VENTURING
Youth 10 - 20 years old

Exploring teaches life and career 
skills to young people through 
immersive career experiences 
and mentorship provided by 
community and business leaders. 
It equips young people with life, 
character, and leadership skills.

EXPLORING

Youth 10 - 20 years old

Sea Scout units, called ships, 
provide limitless opportunities 
and exciting challenges that 
youth won’t find anywhere else. 
Sea Scouts is a place to grow and 
learn, find adventure, and build 
long lasting friendships

SEA SCOUTS
Youth grades 3 - 12

Using experiential activities, the 
goal of the STEM Scouts program 
is to help young people grow in 
character and skills as they 
explore their curiosity about 
STEM fields. 

STEM IN SCOUTING
Youth 5 - 20 years old

The RTV program is a partnership 
between Scouting, community 
leaders, and at-risk youth. It gives 
young people in embattled 
neighborhoods with the values, 
tools, opportunities, and mentors 
needed to build a brighter future. 

RESTORING THE VILLAGE @PathwayToAdventure

Pathway To Adventure
Council

@PathwayToAdventure



The Pathway to Adventure Council provides 
the nation’s foremost youth program for 
character development and values-based 
leadership training to more than 15,000 
youth, from kindergarten through high 
school in Chicagoland and Northwest 
Indiana. Over 6,000 adult volunteers deliver 
Scouting’s impactful programs to help young 
people be “Prepared. For Life.®”  Our 
programs include Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, 
Venturing, Exploring, Sea Scouts, Restoring 
the Village and STEM in Scouting.

About the
Pathway to
Adventure
Council
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Boy Scouts of 
America is to prepare young people 
to make ethical and moral choices 
over their lifetimes by instilling in 
them the values of the Scout Oath 
and Scout Law.

Scout Oath
On my honor I will do my best to do 
my duty to God and my country and 
to obey the Scout Law; To help other 
people at all times; To keep myself 
physically strong, mentally awake, 
and morally straight.

Scout Law
A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, 
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, 
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean 
and reverent.
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UNAUDITED DATA FROM 2020
49% Investment Income – $ 3,133,024  
19% Other Revenue – $1,201,797
12% Special Events – $749,492 
7% Popcorn Sale – $443,930 
6% Foundations & Trusts – $386,110
4% Friends of Scouting – $289,669  
2% Camp & Activities – $139,533   
1% Other Direct Support – $75,197 

Funds
& Highlights
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Two Scouts from Troop 23 in Mount Prospect, IL came 
to the rescue after a car crash in January. Ben P. and 
Ryan B., witnessed the crash and immediately ran out 
to help the driver. With the driver in and out of 
consciousness, and the car becoming engulfed in 
flames, the Scouts bravely pulled the driver from the 
car & helped until emergency services arrived! 

Scouts in Action

Scouting at Home A Generous 
Gift

Through a generous donation from the 
Welsh Family,  the Pathway to Adventure 
Council was able to renovate the Robert J. 
Welsh Scout Service Center. The service 
center now houses the Alice Welsh 
Skilling Conference Room, which is a 
meeting place for Scouting units and 
other community groups. 

These funds provided 1,650 meals and other items like medicine, 
baby formula, and diapers, to families struggling because of 
COVID-19. PTAC also created banners and yard signs ‘saluting’ 
essential workers, which we distributed to hospitals and 
police/fire departments to show our appreciation for their work 
during these unprecedented times.

Because of our 5K participants’ efforts,
we were able to raise over $2,000!

COVID-19 Response
During Illinois and Indiana’s COVID-19 Stay-At-Home orders, the 
Pathway to Adventure Council (PTAC) hosted a virtual 5K fundraiser 
to support communities impacted by the virus. In an effort to help 
their community and stay fit, over 340 Scouts, families, and 
volunteers signed up for the 5K!

Camp O.N.
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To keep our Scouts engaged during the pandemic, the 
PTAC team developed different social media challenges 
for Scouts/Scouters of all ages to participate in. Our most 
popular challenges included a cooking contest and 
creating an at-home campsite. 

The Pathway To Adventure Council made the difficult decision to canceled in-person camping in 2020 
because of COVID-19. However, camp staff continued to bring the camp experience to Scouts with our 
virtual offering, Camp O.N. This program brought together Scouts from PTAC & 5 other councils to 
participate in flag ceremonies, campfires, staff challenges, and merit badges- all from the comfort of each 
Scout’s home. Though virtual camp is not the typical camping experience Scouts imagine, Camp O.N 
received glowing reviews from both first time & veteran campers! 

Basketry Merit Badge Art Merit Badge
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ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
CENTER FOR SCOUTING
617 E. Golf Rd., Suite 101
Arlington Heights, IL 60005

STEVE FOSSETT
CENTER FOR SCOUTING
1218 W. Adams St.
Chicago, IL 60607

LA GRANGE
CENTER FOR SCOUTING
811 W. Hillgrove Ave.
La Grange, IL 60525

ROBERT J. WELSH
CENTER FOR SCOUTING
8751 Calumet Ave.
Munster, IN 46321

OWASIPPE SCOUT RESERVATION
Twin Lakes, Michigan

CAMP BETZ
Berrien Springs, Michigan

Our Locations

TZ FC

TS
CC

PC

TG IH

CM TB

PD

TZ Trailblazer

FC Five Creeks

TS TriStar

CC Checaugau

PC Portage Creek

TG Tall Grass

IH Iron Horse

CM Calumet

TB Thunderbird

PD Prairie Dunes

In 2020, the Pathway to 
Adventure Council began 
realigning its districts, which 
support Scouting on a 
community level. This helps 
ensure Scouting's success & 
health in the Northwest 
Indiana & Chicagoland area.

Restructuring

In May of 2020, Scouting volunteer and mom, 
Betsy Gates-Ehlers posted a photo of an 
all-terrain power chair on Facebook, stating that if 
she won the lottery one day, she would buy it for 
her son, Jake, who is in a wheelchair. A couple of 
days later, a fellow Scout mom, Natalie DiCosola, 
asked Betsy if her son, Dominic, could set up a 
GoFundMe to get Jake the chair. Needless to say, 
Betsy and Jake were super surprised and gave 
their consent to start the fundraiser.

Dominic's logic was that Jake should have every 
opportunity in Scouting that he had! Up to this 
point, whether Jake was camping with his family 
or with Troop 209, hikes and rough terrain were 
tough in his everyday power chair. He would get 
stuck in soft spots, spin out in wet spots, and have 
a rough ride! This chair would change all of that!

The Gates-Ehlers family placed the order, and 
in mid-July, Jake took possession of his new 
Action TrackChair. This chair is AWESOME! 
Now he can do any hikes that the Troop does 
and navigating campsites while on outings 
with the Troop will be a piece of cake! It was 
out of the goodness in Dom's heart that all 
this happened. Jake couldn't be happier, and 
the Gates-Ehlers familycan never adequately 
express their gratitude to the DiCosola family!

A Scout is Helpful

Within FOUR days, the 
fundraising goal was met!

2020 PTAC Annual Report5
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