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Why Scouting?
It all starts with Cub Scouts and
continues through Scouts BSA
• Discuss potential benefits of Scouting with potential parents
•
•
•
•
•

Opportunity for youth to try new things
Encourages youth to provide service to others
Builds self-confidence
Reinforce ethical standards
Engages youth to be comfortable in the outdoors

• Opportunities now will help them in their future
• 2005 study by Harris Interactive:
•

Those who remained in Scouting for 5+ years
• More self-confident (87%)
• Helped them be a better leader (83%)
• Positive effect in career and advancement (50%)
• Value family relationships highly (81%)
• Believe helping others should come before one’s own
self-interest (92%)

Scouting is teaching youth leadership skills
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Why Scouting?
(Part 2)

• Convenience:
Families today are busier than ever, and with
less free time! In Cub Scouts, all siblings (grade
K-5) can participate in the same pack program.

• Scouting Builds Positive Character:
Tufts University worked with Scouting over 3
years to measure character attributes of both
Scouts and non-Scouts. In the beginning, there
were no significant differences in character
attributes. By the end, the differences were
striking in several areas.
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Develop
Discussion Plan
Use familiarity to make it
your own story – How does
the story relate to your
unit……

• Share unique experiences:
• Your Scouts
• Your Adventures

• Facilitate discussions:
•
•
•
•

Parent to parent
Parent to potential Scout
Scout to parent
Scout to potential Scout

• Fine Tune Plan:
• Obtain suggestions from others
• Evaluate in group interaction
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Active listening along with your
words are the most convincing

Events
Have a plan to share
• What does your Pack do throughout the year?
• Yearly events unique to Scouting:
• Pinewood Derby
• Campouts
• Blue & Gold Celebration
• Events that broaden world understanding
• Examples: Visits to museums, sporting events,
local business, laboratories, village council
• Service projects / Community Service

• Let potential Scouts and Parents know you are
flexible
• Not every event needs to be attended
• No penalty for missing events
• Scouting encourages participation outside of Scouts

An exciting plan draws in both youth
and their families
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Scouting and
Service

• Where do Scouts provide service?
• To the community
• Support chartered organization
• Support local charities
• Support their neighborhood

Scouting in the community

• To the program

• Fundraising opportunities
• Outdoor Work Days

• What benefit do Scouts receive?
• Improved self-esteem from
helping others
• Recognize opportunities in
community
• Empathy towards others
• Scout to potential Scout
• Reinforces ethical standards
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Service to others engages
Scouts with their community

Understand your audience
Different people have different priorities and different values

Socio-economic
factors

Athletic factors
• Scouting does not replace sports
• Encourages physical activity and
leadership
• Enhances team concept
• Improves self-confidence

• Scout programs incur costs on
uniforms and events, need to
make sure options are available
• Value of program may not be
evident when weighed against
current financial situation
• Time involvement of parents
needs to be as clear as possible
• Scout time involvement needs to
be defined
Scouting needs to show value, benefit &
flexibility to the youth & their families
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Why Scouts BSA?
• Adventure: Scouts BSA is an introduction to the great
outdoors for boys and girls ages 11 through 17 and,
most important, a lesson about their place in it.

• Leadership: Scouting builds leaders. Former Scouts

serve on the boards of global corporations, walk the
halls of the White House, and have been known to go
hiking on the moon occasionally. Life lessons learned in
Scouting will help all of its members make good
decisions throughout life.

• Service: The Scout slogan is Do a Good Turn Daily. That
means doing something to help others each day without
expecting anything in return. It implies that Scouts do
their part in caring for the community and the
environment.

• Personal Growth: As Scouts plan activities and

progress toward goals, they experience personal growth.
Young men and women grow by participating in
community service projects and by doing a Good Turn
daily.
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Scouting goes beyond self
Creating leaders of tomorrow with an understanding of the world around them
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Helpful websites:
• Various websites supporting Scouting
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Make Time for Scouting – YouTube
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MhPdzRpY3Lk
Scouts BSA Girls | Boy Scouts of America – YouTube
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhHr671q0nY
Scoutmaster Tommy Lee | Scouts BSA – YouTube
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kF4WbUmCkYo
Why Scouting? | Boy Scouts of America
• https://www.scouting.org/about/why-scouting/
Are the Boy Scouts Still Relevant and Worthwhile Today? | Psychology Today
• https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/do-the-right-thing/201911/are-theboy-scouts-still-relevant-and-worthwhile-today
IMPORTANCE OF SCOUTS AND GUIDES IN SCHOOL | by Manav Modi | Medium
• https://medium.com/@modimanav11/importance-of-scouts-and-guides-in-school96291899cf06
After 100 Years, Are The Boy Scouts Still Relevant? | WIRED
• https://www.wired.com/2010/02/boy-scouts-at-100-years/
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