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PTAC Camping Tentative Summer Camp Dates: 

Note, to date, the fees for each of the camps have not been set. 

There may be more dates for camping opportunities to come. 

➢ 2021 Webelos Camp at Napowan:  1 Session, July 7th – 10th 
 

➢ 2021 Webelos Camp at Owasippe:  3 Sessions, July 7th – 10th, August 1st – 4th and August 

4th – 7th 
 

➢ Family Camp at Camp Betz:  Five Weekends starting in late June.  Dates are To Be 

Determined. 
 

Voyager Trace Sponsored Camping Dates: 
 

➢ As of this date, there are no set dates for any Cub Scout Day Camps for 2021. 
 

Other local options for Cub Scout Outings organized by your Pack: 

Page 2: Camping at Cantigny 

Pages 3-4: Camping at the DuPage Forest Preserve District   

Pages 5-7: Camping and Nature Centers at the Cook County Forest Preserve District 

Pages 8-10: Overnight Indoor Camping at the Museums:  Shedd, Field and Museum of Science & Industry 

Page 11: Camping at Illinois State Parks 

 

Key items to consider: 

¶ You must apply for a permit for the camp site 

¶ If you will require a shelter/pavilion in addition to your camp site, you must apply for a separate permit 

¶ There may be Fees for hiking on a Forest Preserve Trail.   

¶ You must abide by all the CDC Health and PTAC Recommendations that will be in place at the time of 

your camping outing.  These may include and not limited to: 

o Limiting the number of Cub Scouts and Parent/Guardians attending  

o Provisions to take everyone’s temperature 

o Maintain Social Distancing Criteria of 6’-0” wherever possible 

o Wearing masks when a 6’-0” distance between individuals cannot be maintained 

o Providing Hand Washing Stations and providing Hand Sanitizers for everyone. 

o Everyone bringing their own individual food and drink 

o Restrictions in who stays in tents, i.e. only members of the same family can share a tent.  No 

friends sharing the same tent. 

o Check on the status of bathrooms:   
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o Ensure the campground/shelter is left in a better condition than when you arrived and make 

sure all trash has been removed or placed in the appropriate/designated containers. 

Camping at Cantigny 

¶  

Overnight Camping Basics 

¶ Campsite reservations are limited to nationally recognized youth groups and are 
free of charge to those groups  (i.e., BSA, GSA, AWANA, YMCA Adventure Guides, 
etc.). 

¶ We have one campsite available, holding up to 50 people (tent camping only, trailers and campers are 
prohibited).  

¶ Overnight camping is year round, except during January when the park is closed and is only allowed on 
Friday and Saturday nights. This excludes holiday and special event weekends. 

¶ Only youth group members and their leaders/parents may camp. Family camping is not permitted. 

¶ Our camp ground offers a fire pit, firewood, picnic tables and trash collection which are all provided by 
Cantigny. 

¶ Campground restrooms, potable water and recycling bins are located either in or around the picnic 
bathrooms, to the east of the campsite. 

¶ Advanced reservations are required. All required documentation must be submitted at least two weeks 
prior to the campout. This includes: a certificate of Liability Insurance, and a signed camping agreement. 

Camping Questions? 

Call: 630.260.8162 
Email: Camping@Cantigny.org. 

Reservations: 

Call 630.260.8162 to reserve a campsite. 
 

mailto:camping@cantigny.org
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➢ Forest Preserve District of DuPage County:  (www.dupageforest.org) 

¶ Click on the “Things to Do” tab and then click on the “Bring Your Scouts” tab 

¶ Scroll down to “Cub Scout Programs” for a list of age appropriate activities (See Below): 

¶ Cub Scout Programs 

¶ Our Cub Scout programs provide hands-on learning about nature, hiking, science and more and 
are designed to advance badge work.   

¶ Tiger: Into the Wild 

¶ Learn about hiking essentials and take a 1-mile hike, where you’ll learn about wildlife and plants 
you find along the way. 

¶ Requirements 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 
$5 per Scout or other participant (minimum of five Scouts required per program)   
Fullersburg Woods Nature Education Center in Oak Brook  
or Churchill Woods Forest Preserve in Glen Ellyn 

¶ Wolf: Paws on the Path 

¶ Learn about hiking essentials and how to read a map, and then take a 1-mile hike, where you’ll 
learn about wildlife and plants you find along the way. 

¶ Requirements 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
$5 per Scout or other participant (minimum of five Scouts required per program)   
Fullersburg Woods Nature Education Center in Oak Brook  
or Churchill Woods Forest Preserve in Glen Ellyn 

¶ Bear: Fur, Feather and Ferns 

¶ Learn different ways to observe wildlife and identify signs animals leave behind on a 1-mile hike, 
and discover the importance of composting and gardens. 

¶ Requirements 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
$5 per Scout or other participant (minimum of five Scouts required per program) 
Fullersburg Woods Nature Education Center in Oak Brook,  
Willowbrook Wildlife Center in Glen Ellyn  
or Churchill Woods Forest Preserve in Glen Ellyn 

 

http://www.dupageforest.org/
https://www.dupageforest.org/fullersburg-woods-nature-education-center
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/churchill-woods
https://www.dupageforest.org/fullersburg-woods-nature-education-center
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/churchill-woods
https://www.dupageforest.org/fullersburg-woods-nature-education-center
https://www.dupageforest.org/willowbrook-wildlife-center
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/churchill-woods
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¶ Bear: A Bear Goes Fishing 

¶ Learn about different types of fish and fishing equipment, and spend time fishing and practicing 
what you learned. 

¶ Requirements 1, 2, 3, 4 (elective) 
$5 per Scout or other participant (minimum of five Scouts required per program)   
Blackwell Forest Preserve in Warrenville  
or Hidden Lake Forest Preserve in Glen Ellyn  

¶ Webelos: Walkabout 

¶ Make a hiking plan and a mini first aid kit, and then learn about the plants and animals around you 
on a 3-mile hike. 

¶ Requirements 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
$5 per Scout or other participant (minimum of five Scouts required per program) 
Blackwell Forest Preserve in Warrenville 
or Churchill Woods Forest Preserve in Glen Ellyn 

¶ Webelos: Into the Wild 

¶ Go “into the wild” to look for and learn about local wildlife as you unravel the mysteries of migration, 
play a part of the food chain, and discover the importance of water conservation. 

¶ Requirements 4, 5, 6, 7a, 7b, 7c, 8, 9a (Arrow of Light elective) 
$5 per Scout or other participant (minimum of five Scouts required per program)   
Fullersburg Woods Nature Education Center in Oak Brook,  
Willowbrook Wildlife Center in Glen Ellyn  
or Churchill Woods Forest Preserve in Glen Ellyn 

¶ Webelos: Into the Woods 

¶ On a short hike, discover why trees are important, how trees help the environment, and how you 
can identify native plants and animals. 

¶ Requirements 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 (Arrow of Light elective) 
$5 per Scout or other participant (minimum of five Scouts required per program)   
Fullersburg Woods Nature Education Center in Oak Brook  
or Churchill Woods Forest Preserve in Glen Ellyn   

Also on the “Things to Do” tab, click on the “Get Outdoors” tab and check out the other 

activities offered: 

¶ Archery 

¶ Family Camping 

¶ Fishing 

¶ Youth Group Camping 

https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/blackwell
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/hidden-lake
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/blackwell
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/churchill-woods
https://www.dupageforest.org/fullersburg-woods-nature-education-center
https://www.dupageforest.org/willowbrook-wildlife-center
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/churchill-woods
https://www.dupageforest.org/fullersburg-woods-nature-education-center
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/churchill-woods
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¶ Forest Preserves of Cook County (www.fpdcc.com)  

A very overlooked opportunity for simple outdoor events this summer and throughout the year 

is to check out the various activities that the Cook County Forest Preserve sponsors that are age 

appropriate for your Cub Scouts and family members and are FREE.  Go to the Event Tab on 

their website and click on the items below to see the current schedule of various activities 

offered: 

¶ Arts and Crafts 

¶ Birding 

¶ Camping Events:  Camping 101 and Cooking 101 

¶ Day Camp Events 

¶ Hiking and Walking 

Also, in the Search box in the upper righthand corner of the website, type in “Nature Centers” 

to see all their Nature Center locations and the various activities they offer. 

CƻǊŜǎǘ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ /ƻƻƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅΥ  ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  άŦǇŘŎŎΦŎƻƳέ 

¶ On the website, check the “Closures and Alerts” Section under “Places to Go” tab   

o This will tell you which locations are open, closed and the availability/status of the bathrooms. 

o Under the Permits Tab, go to the “Picnics, Events & Camping” tab. 

▪ In this tab, you will see: 

¶ Location Closures 

¶ Visitor Precautions & Guidelines 

¶ Permitted Events, Picnics & Room Rentals 

¶ Camping 

▪ See below for content of each of the above topics: 

Location Closures 

Before visiting, always check if a location is open on our web map or by visiting the location’s page on 
our website. Closure notices appear in both places. 

https://map.fpdcc.com/
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/
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¶ A limited number of bathrooms are open. Check if a location has an open bathroom on our web 

map or by visiting the location’s page on our website. Bathroom notices appear in both places. 
Please plan and time your visit accordingly. 

¶ Nature Center grounds, trails and bathrooms are open seven days per week, from 8 am to 4 
pm. Nature Center exhibit buildings remain closed. Drinking fountains are not available, please 
bring your own water. Parking is limited to 50% capacity to help limit crowding. Parking lots at 
Allison Woods and Lake Avenue Woods-East are closed to limit crowding at River Trail Nature 
Center. 

¶ Service at the Forest Preserves General Headquarters permits counter is by appointment only 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. We strongly encourage patrons to call 800-870-3666 or 
email FPD.Permits@cookcountyil.gov for their permit needs. 

¶ The Swallow Cliff Stairs are open. Parking is limited to 50% capacity at Swallow Cliff Woods-
North. Please review the modified rules for use before visiting. 

¶ Caldwell Woods Warming Shelter, the Volunteer Resource Center and Dan Ryan Woods Visitor 
Center building and nature play area are closed to the public. 

¶ Aquatic Centers will not open in 2020. 
¶ Go Ape Treetop Adventure Course and boat rentals are open with restrictions and limited 

capacity. 
¶ Camp Reinberg, Camp Sullivan, Camp Shabbona and Camp Bullfrog Lake are open from 

Wednesday evening to Sunday morning for tents and cabins, and every day for RVs. Group 
camping is closed until further notice, but bunkhouses are available at 50% capacity for family 
groups at Camp Sullivan. For more information and reservations, call 855-YES-CAMP (855-
937-2267). Camp Dan Beard remains closed. 

Visitor Precautions & Guidelines 

During the COVID-19 crisis, nearly all Forest Preserves sites remain open as a resource for fresh air, 
exercise and access to nature. Please follow these guidelines to ensure your visit to a preserve or time 
on the trail is as safe as possible. 

¶ A limited number of bathrooms are open. Check if a location has an open bathroom on our web 
map or by visiting the location’s page on our website. Bathroom notices appear in both places. 
Please plan and time your visit accordingly. 

¶ Gatherings are limited to 25 people or fewer. Gatherings of 25 to 50 people (with physical 
distancing) are allowed only with an existing permit. New event permits and indoor room 
rentals are available for event dates after August 1. 

¶ Bring your own food and water. 
¶ Group sports are allowed.  Sports leagues or groups with 25 to 50 people require a permit. 
¶ Use Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) guidelines on hygiene before, during and 

after your visit: 
¶ Do not visit the forest preserves if you are sick or experiencing symptoms, or if you have 

been in contact with someone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19 in the last two 
weeks 

¶ Wash your hands before and after visiting. 
¶ Carry and use hand sanitizer if you touch surfaces like handrails. 
¶ Cover your coughs and sneezes (preferably with a disposable tissue). 
¶ Wear a cloth mask and follow CDC guidelines on proper use. 

https://map.fpdcc.com/
https://map.fpdcc.com/
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/
https://fpdcc.com/things-to-do/nature-centers/
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/general-headquarters-permit-office/
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/swallow-cliff-woods/#stairs
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/swallow-cliff-woods/#covid
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/caldwell-woods/
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/mathew-bieszczat-volunteer-resource-center/
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/dan-ryan-woods/
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/dan-ryan-woods/
https://fpdcc.com/things-to-do/swimming/
https://fpdcc.com/things-to-do/zip-line/
https://fpdcc.com/things-to-do/boating-canoeing-kayaking/
https://fpdcc.com/things-to-do/camping/
https://map.fpdcc.com/
https://map.fpdcc.com/
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/
https://fpdcc.com/permits/picnics-event-permits/
https://fpdcc.com/things-to-do/indoor-events/
https://fpdcc.com/things-to-do/indoor-events/
https://fpdcc.com/permits/athletic-field-permits/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprepare%2Fprevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
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¶ Keep a minimum distance of six feet at all times from visitors who live outside of your 

household. 
¶ Warn others on the trail of your presence and step off the trail when necessary to maintain six 

feet of distance. 
¶ Help us by carrying any trash out with you, particularly used tissues, food wrappers, masks and 

gloves. 

To learn more about stopping the spread of COVID-19, read the CDC’s prevention strategies. 

Permitted Events, Picnics & Room Rentals 

To book permits for 2020 event dates, please call 800-870-3666, option 1 or 
email FPD.Permits@cookcountyil.gov. Online reservations are not available. All events are 
limited to 50 people (with physical distancing). 

For permitted events and indoor room rentals that were booked before July 31, 2020 and are 
scheduled to be held through December 31, 2020, there will be no penalty for rescheduling or 
cancelling regardless of whether they are cancelled by the Forest Preserves or by the permit holder. 
For events and indoor room rentals booked on or after August 1, 2020, standard cancellation rules 
apply, unless state or local COVID-19 regulations change in a way that would prohibit the event. 

Service at the Forest Preserves General Headquarters permits counter is by appointment only on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. We strongly encourage patrons to call 800-870-3666 or email 
FPD.Permits@cookcountyil.gov for their permit needs. 

Contact Lindsay Rash at 773-558-2003 or lrash@forestpreserveevents.com to reschedule or receive a 
refund for room rentals. 

Camping 

Camp Reinberg, Camp Sullivan, Camp Shabbona and Camp Bullfrog Lake are open from Wednesday 
evening to Sunday morning for tents and cabins, and every day for RVs. Group camping is closed 
until further notice, but bunkhouses are available for family groups at 50% capacity at Camp 
Sullivan. For more information and reservations, call 855-YES-CAMP (855-937-2267). Camp Dan 
Beard remains closed. 

For campsite reservations that are scheduled through September 7, there will be no penalty for 
rescheduling or cancelling regardless of whether they are cancelled by the Forest Preserves or by the 
permit holder. Call 855-YES-CAMP (855-937-2267) or email info@cookcountycamping.com to 
reschedule or receive a refund. 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html
mailto:FPD.Permits@cookcountyil.gov
https://fpdcc.com/places/locations/general-headquarters-permit-office/
mailto:lrash@forestpreserveevents.com
https://fpdcc.com/things-to-do/camping/
mailto:info@cookcountycamping.com
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Overnight campouts at Museums: 

Note, fees for camping at Cantigny or the Forest Preserves is relatively inexpensive.  

However, overnight camping at the museums is much more expensive, but will provide a 

different type of overnight experience. 

 

Shed Aquarium:  https://www.sheddaquarium.org/programs-and-events/asleep-with-the-fishes 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.sheddaquarium.org/programs-and-events/asleep-with-the-fishes
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Field Museum: https://www.fieldmuseum.org/our-events/dozin-dinos 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.fieldmuseum.org/our-events/dozin-dinos
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Museum of Science and Industry: https://www.msichicago.org/explore/whats-here/events/science-snoozeum/ 

Note, Overnights are currently on hiatus.  Must fill out the form below to find out when future dates are available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.msichicago.org/explore/whats-here/events/science-snoozeum/
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State of Illinois Campsites:   https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/Parks/Camp 

¶ Check out the Department of Natural Resources Web Page and scroll through the menu on the 

righthand side for all required information. 

¶ Fees for camping are typically $5.00 nonrefundable reservation fee and $2.00 per person with a $20.00 

max. for the group for outside camping and greater for cabins 

¶ Carefully Read the Rules and Regulations for camping at all State Campgrounds. 

¶ For specific information or questions, call the Park Office 

 

 

Rob Koncel, VT Cub Scout Camping Promotion Committee 

robkoncel@sbcglobal.net 

(630) 263-7986 

https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/Parks/Camp
mailto:robkoncel@sbcglobal.net

